The Discourse of War in Chinese Media on Fighting against

COVID-19
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In 2020, COVID-19 swept the world. While China is actively curbing the spread of the novel

coronavirus, the field of public opinion in Chinese public discourse is gradually filled with various



forms of discourse, among which the war discourse is the most obvious, since medical problems are
gradually becoming more warlike in the public discourse. The discourse of war implies a strong
sense of antagonism and urgency, which also makes people start to unconsciously view and
understand the original non-war epidemic management and control issues from the martial and

hostile perspective.

The epidemic war seems to have increasingly become a carnival jointly celebrated by government
officials, media, nationalists, and the Internet Water Army, winning people's recognition and
support and becoming the key to collective mobilization. The epidemic control issues, which used
to be dominated by medical science, have gradually carried too much war imagination in China.
Moreover, the war mentality emphasizes victory and defeat and rejects compromise or other
intermediate outcomes. This is not only an irrational way of thinking but also a tendency to

simplify the way of thinking in general.

Therefore, this research will focus on discussing the discourse of war in mainland China during the
COVID-19 crisis from three perspectives of official, media, and public discourse, and select
representative media, leaders' speeches, government announcements, Internet public opinions, and
public events since December 30,2019. How has China responded to and fought the epidemic since
the outbreak of COVID-19 in late December 2019? What are the characteristics of the popular war
discourse of fighting the virus in China and its relationship with the elements of war? How is the
discourse of epidemic war constructed in China and the images of war elements in Chinese public
opinion under the pandemic situation? How do factors of war involve the development of this

narrative construction? Has the war discourse changed, and if so, how has it changed?
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	大國戰「疫」，看不見硝煙的戰爭

